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SUB J : AF/W INSPECTION: SUGGESTED FIELD TRIP IN MAURITANIA 

REF: STATE 116993 

1 . 1 BELIEVE IT WOULD BE BOTH INTERESTING AND USEFUL FOR YOU 
TO SEE SOMETHING OTHER THAN NOUAMATT DURING YOUR DONDUCT 
OF RELATIONS INSPECTION. TO THIS END, WE CAN ARRANGE A TWO- 
DAY FIELD TRIP TO (A) ZOUERATE WHERE MAURITANIA'S IRON ORE 
DEPOSITS ARE MINED, AND (B) NOUADHIBOU/CANSADO, WHENCE THE ORE 
IS SHQPED. I HAVE TAKEN THE TRIP TWICE AND CAN ASSURE YOU IT 
IS WELL WORTH THE TIME SPENT. 

2. TRIP WOULD PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE FIRST HAND INTER 
ALIA (A) EFFECTS OF THE DROUGHT IN THE NORTHERN DESERT REGION. 

(B) THE IMPRESSIVE MODERN ENGINEERING AND MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS 
OF SOCIETE NATION ALE TNDIISTR TELLE ET MINIERE (SNIM) WHICH 
CONTRACT SO SHARPLY WITH ANYTHING YOU WILL SEE IN NOUAKCHOTT 
AND (C) THE DIFFICULITIES THAT THE SAHARA CONFLICT HAS 
CREATED. FYI, SNIM'S IRON ORE OPERATIONS PROVIDE ABOUT 85 
PERCENT OF MAURITANIA'S FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS. 
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3. TRANSPORTATION WOULD BE BY AIR. YOU WOULD BE GUESTS OF 
SNIM AT BOTH PLACES. ACCOMMODATIONS ARE FIRST CLASS. 

SIZE OF AIRCRAFT LIMITS PARTY TO 4. ASSUMING MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF SNIM AND DCM WERE ACCOMPANY, THERE WOULD BE ROOM 
FOR TWO INSPECTORS. 
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4. TRIP WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN ON WORKDAYS WHICH MEANS YOU 
WOULD HAVE TO ALTER YOU SCHEDULE SLIGHTLY. I SUGGEST THAT 
YOU FOREGO THE OVERLAND TRIP FROM DAKAR TO NOUAKCHOTT. THE 
DRIVE IS SINGULARLY UNATTRACTIVE. WE CAN SHOW YOU EVERYTHING 
YOU WOULD BE LIKELY TO SEE EN ROUTE IN A 30- MINUTE SPIN SOUTH 
OF NOUAKCHOTT. INSTEAD I SUGGEST YOU FLY UP FROM DAKAR 
SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 22 VIA MR 164 ETD 1730 HOURS. PRINCIPAL 
MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR WORK JULY 
23 THUS ENABLING INSPECTORS TO MAKE UP IN CONSIDERABLE MEASURE 
THE ONE AND HALF DAYS THAT THOSE WHO MADE THE FIELD TRIP WOULD 
LOSE. FOLLOWING FULL WORK DAY JULY 24, WE WOULD PROPOSE TO 
SCHEDULE FIELD TRIP FOR JULY 25 AND 26. INSPECTORS WOULD THEN 
HAVE JULY 27 AND MOST OF JUKL 28 TO COMPLETE INSPECTION BEFORE 
LEAVING NOUAKCHOTT FOR DAKAR AT 1900 JULY 28 VIA DS 552. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE. KRYZA 

NOTE BY OCT: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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